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The USEPA requested assistance from lEPA for various inspections of Coza Iron & Metal, Inc. 
(Cozri) fecilities in Chicago, Illinois. lEPA's purpose during these inspections was to deteimine 
compliance with the Illinois Environmental Protection Aa and 35 HI. 

tie parent company of Cozzi. 
XandlEPA: 

Cometco Corp. is a subsidiaiy of Cozzi. Metal Management, Inc. is 
The following additional Cozzi fadlities were inspected by the USER 

Scrap Procesang, Inc. 
9331 S-Ewing St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60617 
Inspected on August 4,1998 

Scrap Procesring, Inc. 
3200 E. 96th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60617 
Inspected on August 4, 1998 

City Centre 
350 North Arterian 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 
Inspect^l on August 5,1998 

At approximately 8:45AM on August 5.19981 arrived at Cometco Corp., 1509 West Cortland 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. The following individuals were present duri ig the inspection; Dd>ra 
Levin, and Jim Mauer (Cometco Corp. representatives), Mike Powers (TechLaw, Inc. - USEPA 
Region 5 contractor). Ken Zolnierczk (USEPA/TSCA - Region 5), ai id myself. 

Cometco Corp. recdves tin plate, metal trimmings, and miscellaneous scrap metal. These 
materials are placed on the ground for temporary storage prior to being put into a bailer and the 
bailed scrap is then tran^oried by truck, barge, or rail to a steel mill. 

Adm. Code, Subtitle G. 
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The following wastes are goierated: 

1) 

3) 

5) 

WASTE OE. 

Generated from crane and truck maintenance. 
Accumulated in SS gallon drums located inside the maintenance shop. 
Transported by Cozzi to thdr friciltty located at 2300 S. Paulina, CMcago. Illinois 
where the waste is burned in space heaters. 

2) WASTE MYDRAUUC OIL 

* 
* 
* 

Generated from bailer maintenance. 
Accumulated in a 600 gallon above ^ound tank locat^ near the bailo^. 
Approximately every month Purified Lube, Mokena, Ijlinois, recycles the waste 
on-site. The recycled hydraulic oil is reused. 

COMTAMINATED OIL DRY 

* (derated from oil spills. 
* Contaminated oil dry was observed around drums of \jimstc oil located in the 

maintenance shop. 
* Handled as general refuse. 

WHITE MILKY LIQUID (APPEARS TO BE CUTTING/C^UNG OIL AND 
WATER) I 
* Gen^ated when precipitation comes in contact with imscellaneous scrap metal. 
* ^ Ponded throughout the &dlity. 
* This uncontained waste can also flow towards a reten ion pond located in the 

southeast comer of the property. 

4) BLACK OILY MATERIAL AND WATER 

Generated when precipitation comes in contact with ihateriais at the site. 
Accumulates in a retention pond (approx. 30ft. by 30fr.. 6ft deep) located in the 
southeast comer of the oronwry Thf! ri»tpntinn pond (s apparently r^ulated under 

dNTOES GajwalP^t NO. ILR002m?) 
Duty's UU service, inc. pumps out on and water fronk the retention pond and 
transports the waste to Beaver Oil Co. Inc., Hodgki is, Illinois. Approximately 
one month prior to the USEPA's sampling inspection 
of waste oil and water from the retention pond was tr nsported to Beaver Oil Co. 
Inc. (See the attached receipts). 
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The retention pond was installed in the mid to late 1970s by the previous owner. Cometco Corp. 
has been operating the retention pond since 1982. Information regarding the materials used to 
construct the retention pond was not available during the inspection. 

The surfece of the retention pond vtras black. I observed metal 55 gallondrums and miscdlaneous 
pieces of scrap met^^)the retention pond. 

A pipe approximately 36 inches in diameter was observed in the southeast comer of the 
pond, y^iparently the pipe extends from inade the pond (below the black oily material) to the 
Chicago River. Mauer said the water in the pond discharges to the Chicago River when the level 
is high enough. An August 24, 1998 letter from Mark LaRose (Attomey representing Cozzi) 
stated "Cpzzi believes there is periodic discharges of water into the river". 

The following apparent violations were observed: k f) 

I2fa) nimnip Environmental Prntectifm Act ^ 
Caused, threatened, and allowed water pollution. 

* White milky liquid was observed ponded throughout the facility. 
* Black oil material was observed in the retention pond located in the southeast 

comer of the property. 

2) 1 ?(d> of the rilinois Environmental Protection Act 
Created a wat^ pollution hazard. 

* Black oil material was observed in the retention pond located in the southeast 
comer of the property. 

3) 7iU«i) ftf THinois Environmental Protection Act 
Caused and allowed open dumping. 

* White milky liquid was observed ponded throughout the fecility. 
* Black oil matei^ was observed in the retention pond located in the southeast 

comer of the property. 

4) 21fpVn of the fllinois Environmental Protection Act 
Caus^ and allowed open dumping of waste in a manner which resulted in litter 

* White niilky liquid was observed ponded throughout the facility. 
* Black oil material was obs^ed in the retention pond located in the southeast 

comer of the property .' 
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5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 
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2Uo)f4> of the rilinois Environmenta] Protectioii Act 
Caused and allowed open dumping of waste in a manner wbicl^resulted in deposition of 
waste in standing water. 

* Black oil matnial was observed in the retention pond located in the southeast 
comer of the property . 

2i(p)(6) gfthc Tllinftis finvironmentai Protection Act 
Caused and allowed open dumping of waste in a manner vdiicH|;e^ted in standing liquid 
discharge. 

facility. * White milky liquid was observed ponded throughout th 
* Black oil material was observed in the retention pond k ^ated in the southeast 

corner of the property. 

35 111. Adm. Code 722.111 ' 
Failed to make a hazardous waste determination for the folio 
oil, contaminated oil dry, whhe milky liquid, and black oily 

35-m..Adm. Code 808.121(a) 
Failed to make a special waste determination for the following 
contaminated oil white milky liquid, and black oily materia 

wastes; waste hydraulic 
and water. 

; waste hydraulic oil. 

35 m. Adm. Code 7.39 in ^ 
Failed to determine if the waste oil meets the specifications sha|m in Table 1 of this 
sectiorL 

and water. 

TOTAL P.05 




